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ABSTRACT

This document begins with an overview of trends and
1ssues in the area of access and equity in veocational education. The
overview briefly addresses: emphasis in federal vocational education
legislation on support of increased vocational education
opportunities for special target populations, lack of success to date
in certain areas of access and equity, and the bases of future policy
to support access and equity goals. A list follows of resources that
provide information about access and equity. Print resources
availakle from ERIC are listed by author, with title, place of
publication and publisher of source, date, and ED or EJ number.
Similar information is presented for non-ERIC print resources. In
addition, a listing is provided of organizations that can be
contacted for further information. Addresses and telephone numbers
are included. (YLB)
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TRENDS AND ISSUES

ALERTS

ACCESS AND EQUITY IN VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

An Uverview of Trends and Issues

The Carl D. Perkins Vocational Education Act
emphasizes su}aportthe off illlncrca.sed vocational education
opportunitics for ollowing special target .
tions: individuals who are disadvantaged, limitt:!imp Eng-
lish proficient, handicapped, incarcerated, displaced
homemakers, and single parents. In order to serve mem-
bers of these targeted groups successfully, vocational
educators must create programs that are both accessible
and cquitable.

Access and equity have been major goals of voca-
tional education since the Vocational Education Act of
1033. Current enrollment statistics indicate that
efforts to date have not been entirely successful in--

o Increasing general carollments of special targeted
population groups in vocational education

o Providing high quality programs to special targeted
populations

o Increasing enroliments of women in nontraditional
programs

0 Increasing the distribution of members of special
targeted populations across a broad spectrum of
vocational programs

o Increasing placement of members of special targeted
populatioas in good jobs &

In the future, there will be a disproportionate
growth in many of the special targeted groups as com-
pared to the growth of general populations. Therefore,
access and equity in vocational education and employ-
ment will be t:ndnr'ﬁls needs. The increasing growth of
numbers of individ within special targeted popula-
tions and the increasing social and economic costs if
those individuals are not contributing to national
goals may well increase the emphasis on these needs as
well as on the groups themselves.

to support
A bases. qghe

It is anticipated that future poli
access and equity goals will have two major

first will ree%mu and individual needs
(civil rights). The second will focus on the impor-
tance of individual productivity to achicving social
nceds  (ecomomic  stabili'y  and  international
competitiveness).

This Trends and Issues Alert contsins resuurces
about access and equity in vocational education.
Included are both print resources as ‘el as organiza-
tions that might be coatacted for further information.
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R Orvanizats

Bilingual Vocational Education Project, Northwest Edu-
cation Cooperative, 500 South Dwyer, Arlington
Heights, IL 60005 (312/870-4150).

Disability Rights Center, 1616 P Street, NW, Suite 435,
Washington, DC 20036 (202/328-5198).

Displaced Homemakers Network, 1010 Vermont Avenue,
NW, Suite 817, Washington, DC 20005 (202/628-6767).

National Association of Vocational Education Special
Needs Personnel, ¢/o American Vocational Associa-
tion, 1410 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
(703/683-3111).

National Center for Research in Vocational Education,
The Ohio State University, 1960 Kenny Road, Colum-
bus, OH 43210-1090 (800/848-4815 or 614/486-3655).

National Center on Effective Secondary Schools, Wiscon-
sin Center for Education Rescarch, University of
Wisconsin, 1025 West Johnson Street, Madison, WI
53706 (608/263-7575).

National Center on Emplovment of the Disabled, Human
Resources Center,  Albertson, NY 11507,
(516//747-5400).

9 to 5, National Association of Working Wowmnen/Working
Women Education Fund, 614 Superior Avenue, Room
852, Cleveland, OH 44113 (216/566-9308).

Project on Equal Education Rights, 1413 K Street, NW,
Floor, Washington, DC 20005 (202/332-7337).

Vocaticnal Studies Center, University of Wisconsin,

1025 West Johnson Street, 924 Educational Sciences
Builc ing, Madison, WI 53706 (608,/263-2929).
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